
Welcome, blevy@dallascasa.org | Account | Email Alerts | Sign Out

Choose Another City:

Site  |  News  |  Videos  |  Jobs
  Search Archive

HOME NEWS SMALL BUSINESS SALES & MKTG REAL ESTATE EVENTS DIRECTORY CAREERS TRAVEL MORE TOPICS

Beginners to Bigshots U.S. business news Event Photos Email Alerts Book of Lists Subscribe - 4 Free Issues

 Subscribe to Dallas Business Journal

Print Email Reprints RSS Feeds LinkedIn Share Comments

Related News
CFO Insights

Nonprofit execs boost arsenal at boot
camp

TI to benefit as chip sales rise 35%

Highwoods buys Crescent Center for
$52.6 million

Boston Properties buying big in
South Bay business parks

Find Executives

J.C. Penney Co.

Brinker International

Texas Instruments

Archon Group

Pioneer Natural Resources

Exxon Mobil

Get the latest local business
news delivered to your inbox
every afternoon

SITE SECTIONS

Small
Business
Center
Sponsored by
Fairfield 

Visit the Small
Business Center

Entrepreneur
Success
Stories
Find out how they
made it

Daily
Update
Sign up for the
Daily Update

Company
Watch
Get started now

Friday, September 17, 2010

Dallas Business Journal - by Katherine Cromer Brock Assistant Managing Editor

On its 30th anniversary, Dallas CASA is reaching out
for volunteers — by reaching into local corporations
through the creation of a network of 30 inhouse
corporate attorneys.

The nonprofit, which provides volunteer advocates for
neglected and abused children in court, has
traditionally connected with law firms as an avenue to
spread the word about the organization, said
Madeleine Johnson, general counsel for Southwest
Airlines and co-chairwoman of Dallas CASA’s 30th
anniversary campaign.

“A lot of litigation firms have been plugged in, which is
terrific,” Johnson said. “It made a lot of sense for
(CASA to start) a broader initiative to raise awareness
among general counsel.”

Johnson worked with Ron Barger, general counsel for
Archon Group, and Mark Berg, executive vice

president and general counsel with Pioneer
Natural Resources, to create CASA’s new Leadership Counsel of 30.

The group is a collection of attorneys from some of the largest corporations in North
Texas, including Exxon Mobil, J.C. Penney Co., Texas Instruments and 
Brinker International.

“We simply brainstormed and thought of friends and colleagues we have in similar
positions in high-profile companies,” Barger said. “Once you create the momentum, it’s
only going to accelerate.”

Dallas CASA has 42 full-time employees and an annual budget of nearly $3 million, said
Beverly Levy, executive director of the organization.

There are more than 500 volunteer advocates working with Dallas CASA, serving about
1,250 children this year.

Every day in Dallas, there are more than 2,000 children in protective custody, Levy said.

The goal of the new outreach initiative is to increase the number of volunteer advocates by
30 percent over the next two years, she said. And she believes this gathering of attorneys
can help.
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Levy said while CASA is in need of advocates, many of whom have a legal background,
there are other needs throughout the organization, including auxiliary volunteers and
donors.

There are more than 19,000 nonprofit organizations in North Texas, said Cynthia Nunn,
president of the Dallas-based Center for Nonprofit Management, and they’re all
competing for the same money and the same “mission space.”

“It’s a brilliant way to get it done,” Nunn said of CASA’s strategy.

“We are in an industry where word of mouth is an excellent way to gain visibility and
support. There’s probably nothing greater than that, especially if people are connected to
the organization and know the mission.”
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