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Dallas CASA Names Kathleen LaValle  

Executive Director and President 

 

Dallas CASA is pleased to announce that, following a national search, the Board of Directors has 

named Kathleen LaValle as Executive Director and President of the nonprofit organization, which 

provides advocacy for children who have been removed from their homes because of abuse or 

neglect. 

 

“We are delighted that Kathleen has accepted this position,” said Dallas CASA Board Chairman 

Greg May. “She has been a strong advocate for CASA for many years, and we feel fortunate to have 

her vision, insight and leadership in helping Dallas CASA continue to grow and fulfill its vital 

mission in the community.” 

 

Dallas CASA is a charter member of the National Court Appointed Special Advocates Association. 

Judges appoint Dallas CASA volunteers to advocate for the best interests of abused and neglected 

children living in protective care, helping these children have safe, permanent homes as quickly as 

possible. Today, more than 68,000 advocates serve in nearly 1,000 state and local program offices 

nationwide. 

 

“To be chosen to serve an organization that accomplishes such meaningful and important work on 

behalf of children is a profound honor,” said Ms. LaValle. “I look forward to working with 

members of the board, staff, and volunteers, all of whom have demonstrated a deep personal 

commitment to Dallas CASA’s success.” 

 

Ms. LaValle has been actively involved with Dallas CASA for more than a decade and comes into 

her new role with a deep understanding of the organization’s goals and a passion for its mission. She 

has served on the Board of Directors, including as President in 2006, and as chair of one of CASA’s 

major fundraisers, Champion of Children (formerly Justice is Served).  During her tenure as 

President, a new auxiliary group was formed, the Dallas CASA Children’s Council, which has 

contributed to both increased awareness and funding for Dallas CASA.  

 

“Kathleen has provided remarkable, selfless leadership and service to Dallas CASA and has been a 

tremendous advocate in the legal community for our children as well,” said Beverly Levy, who is 

stepping down as President and Executive Director after serving in that role for over 20 years. 

“Kathleen has been a ‘guardian angel’ for CASA, and we don’t give out that title easily.” 
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Before leading Dallas CASA, Ms. LaValle was a partner at the law firm Jackson Walker L.L.P. for 

more than 20 years, achieving successful results for clients in high-stakes legal disputes and complex 

litigation. Among the highlights of her distinguished legal career was the central role Ms. LaValle 

played in high-profile state and federal regulatory proceedings affecting the expansion of 

competition in the communications industry in the mid-1990s. Ms. LaValle also founded and led 

the law firm’s women’s initiative, jw
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 (Jackson Walker Women, a Formula with a Focus), which has 

helped to make Jackson Walker one of the top law firms in the state in promoting women to 

partnership. She also served as a member of the firm’s statewide Diversity Steering Committee, and 

is especially proud of Jackson Walker’s recognition as a 2014 recipient of the Minority Corporate 

Counsel Association’s Sager Award, a distinction given to only one law firm per year in each of its 

five regions nationally for dedication to diversity and inclusiveness.  

 

Ms. LaValle takes the reins at Dallas CASA during an important time in the organization’s history. 

Since its founding in 1979, the Dallas agency has grown to include more than 650 volunteers, who 

serve almost 2,000 children annually in Dallas County. Despite this impressive growth, the agency is 

able to serve fewer than half of the children who could benefit from having a volunteer advocate.  As 

part of a $37 million campaign underway, the agency aims to double its number of children served 

with the goal of providing a CASA advocate for every child by 2019. The organization also recently 

moved into a new headquarters building at 2757 Swiss Avenue in East Dallas that will enable Dallas 

CASA to better meet the needs of its volunteers and constituents. 

 

Dallas CASA is an organization of volunteers who are voices for abused and neglected children in court. 

Today, just in Dallas County, more than 2,000 children who have been removed from their homes are 

waiting for the courts to decide  where they can safely and permanently live. CASA volunteers – Court 

Appointed Special Advocates – are trained and supervised to make recommendations that help judges decide 

what is best for each child. For many children, CASA is the only constant during a scary, uncertain time, 

and a CASA advocate can make an immediate and critical impact on the life of a child. 
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