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Congratulations to







It’s hard to put into a few words the impact Beverly Levy had on Dallas CASA. When Beverly joined 
CASA in 1993, it was a small non-profit with a staff of six and a hundred volunteers serving a few 
hundred children. Relationships with the courts and other social service agencies were strained or 
non-existent. Dallas CASA’s success today is mainly due, I believe, to Beverly’s vision for the future, 
her ability to make that vision a reality for those she led, and her talent for get things accomplished 
by building and maintaining relationships. Beverly’s compassion for the children lost in the system 
and her inherent search for justice for them compelled her to seek help from everyone she knew or 
met, enlisting them as advocates, board members, staff or donors. She built and maintained these 
relationships over the years, keeping Dallas CASA strong with talented personnel and generous 
funding streams. Beverly also built coalitions with other community social service agencies and 
entities to give CASA a voice and better serve the children. As Dallas CASA grew, her vision for a 
new, larger home for the agency was planned, funded and realized. Her vision was for every child in 
foster care in Dallas County to have a CASA volunteer advocate, and by the time she retired in 2014, 
Dallas CASA was serving more than half of the children in foster care. 

Those are the things the community witnessed. Behind the scenes, staff and advocates saw the 
Beverly who we all said “would be the first person with chicken soup at your door” when you were 
sick; the executive director who refused to make you choose between CASA and your sick child; the 
fun Beverly who brought candy to staff meetings; and the Beverly who supported staff and advocates 
by listening to our frustrations and making calls and visits to correct injustices. This is the Beverly we 
all knew and loved and were so lucky to have as our leader and mentor. Thank you Beverly, for all 
you did for the children and for us. 

Dallas CASA’s success 
today is mainly due, I 
believe, to Beverly’s vision 
for the future…”
Mary Timmons
Program Director (retired), Dallas CASA



Beverly, you have been a transforming influence on our community. From the first time 
you mentioned to me so many years ago the opportunity you were considering, it was 
obvious that you would make an enormous difference to the children and to our city. From 
that tiny beginning serving just a handful of children in need to the organization Dallas 
CASA has become, now aiding virtually all of the children who come into protective care 
in our community, the contribution that you have made has been inestimable. 

Congratulations on receiving the Dallas CASA Cherish the Children Award. 

Beverly, you have been 
a transforming influence 
on our community.… the 
contribution that you have 
made has been inestimable.”
Frank Risch
Emeritus Director, Dallas CASA



I am so saddened that we were unable to do this in person. But things happen for some reason, 
and I don’t know what the reason for this is, but I do know that you are so amazing; you are so 
outstanding; you are so phenomenal; you are so deserving of this award. I think a lot at this point 
in my life about legacy…and what a legacy you have left…a legacy of loving children, a legacy 
of building, a legacy of making sure that children are safe and protected, a legacy of training, a 
legacy of just giving of yourself. 

You are the true foundation for Dallas CASA. We are doing such amazing things here in Dallas 
and a lot of what is happening is result of what YOU did, the framework that YOU laid, the 
groundwork that YOU put in place and has been built on, and will forever be built on. You will 
forever be the face of Dallas CASA. I thank you for your commitment; I thank you for your love; 
I thank you for your leadership; and I thank you for your friendship. You go in peace; and you be 
well; and you know that you have lived a life worth living, and you have left a contribution that 
will forever be remembered. I thank you; I love you; I miss you and I hope to see you soon. 

What a legacy you have left … 
a legacy of loving children, a 
legacy of building, a legacy of 
making sure that children are 
safe and protected, a legacy of 
training, a legacy of just giving 
of yourself.”
The Hon. Cheryl Lee Shannon
Judge, 305th Juvenile District Court



My first impression of Beverly when she called directly to me, the U.S. Attorney (of the 
Northern District of Texas), was that this woman must have a hearing issue...when someone 
says no, she hears yes; when someone says slow down, she hears full steam ahead. 

One key to her success and the success of the agency reflects a quote in politics, “If you 
don’t care who gets the credit, anything is possible.” Beverly was the person who didn’t care 
about getting the credit, she just wanted to make sure the job got done.

She is the ultimate caregiver and why it was the marriage of the perfect person to lead an 
organization that is all about caring for kids. She had a dream and worked tirelessly, and 
the people who followed have worked tirelessly, to make sure every child who needs a CASA 
volunteer gets a CASA volunteer. 

Beverly was the person 
who didn’t care about 
getting the credit; she just 
wanted to make sure the 
job got done.”
Paul Coggins 
Emeritus Director, Dallas CASA



Beverly created a culture that mirrors her own humility and determination, keeping priorities 
straight amongst a lot of people with egos. If you walk into a CASA board meeting you see many 
powerful people, and there isn’t a person there who doesn’t understand and know in their heart, 
because of the culture she set and the people she attracts, who matters most are the children we 
serve, and next our volunteers and staff who do the work. 

Looking at the complexity of the system in which our kids live, the needs are immense, and there 
all sorts of people who have to come together—including government officials, judges, lawyers, 
CPS staff and donors. We need everybody at the table. Beverly brings people to the table with 
persistence, no ego, sheer humility and the focus on one thing, the children.

Beverly created a culture 
that mirrors her own 
humility and determination, 
keeping priorities straight...”
Cindy Pladziewicz
Board member
Former Board Chair, Dallas CASA 







She was always there, everywhere. That might have driven some people nuts but, 
looking back, she was the right person at the right time for Dallas CASA. In my 24 years 
as a CASA volunteer, we have grown in so many ways —in numbers, professionalism, 
structurally. She was the reason that could and did take place. Thanks Beverly. 

She was the right person 
at the right time for 
Dallas CASA.”
Larry Dolan 
Dallas CASA volunteer since 1997



Dallas CASA and my advocate, Larry Dolan, being in my life as a child made me feel like I 
had someone to truly listen to my concerns and requests. He helped me stay connected with 
my siblings and my favorite aunt.

I came back to Dallas CASA because I have the desire to assist other children in the same 
way I was helped. My goal is to continue to spread the word about this awesome organization 
and encourage others to help protect the most vulnerable victims. I carry forward the legacies 
of Larry and Beverly.

I have the desire to assist 
other children in the same 
way I was helped.”
Sky Harrison
Former Dallas CASA youth
Dallas CASA volunteer since 2015



Beverly was awesome during those early years of the golf tournament. Her diligence for 
deciding that here is a team that has an affinity for what my life’s work is; I want to know 
them; I want to encourage them. She would come out to Archon; she would walk around; she 
would hug people; she would thank them; she would encourage them. She would tell stories 
of the benefits of Archon’s giving and what was happening with kids because of it. When 
you start talking about the benefits to kids, it’s very easy for a group that’s connected via a 
paycheck to pull very hard in one direction and continue to grow it. It’s an amazing legacy. 

To quote a Tim McGraw song written by Lori McKenna, 

Don’t take for granted the love this life gives you

When you get where you’re goin‘, don’t forget turn back around, help the next one in line. 

Always stay humble and kind.

I think Beverly’s life has been a constant turning back around and helping the next one in 
line. She’s very special to me. 

I think Beverly’s life has 
been a constant turning 
back around and helping 
the next one in line.” 
Woody McMinn
Board member, Dallas CASA 
Co-founder, Dallas CASA Classic 



I love Beverly Levy. She showed me the power of passion. Her uncanny ability to share the story 
of Dallas CASA with deep and authentic passion resulted in almost every single person she 
asked for help from saying “yes”. It’s not that the numbers aren’t important but when you wrap 
them with such emotion, it’s a force to be reckoned with.

Beverly was mesmerizing from the start. At my very first board meeting she was able to ask the 
board for personal donations to make payroll that month and instead of scaring me off, made 
me believe Dallas CASA was one of the most important non-profits in the city. So, I not only 
wrote a check but completely jumped in. That was more than 20 years ago!

Beverly knew the power of great storytelling before storytelling was cool. So when she told 
the story of Dallas CASA and asked for help, she rarely heard “no”. She led the organization 
through some of the toughest periods in history and set the foundation for where we are today. 
We truly couldn’t have done it without her! 

I love Beverly Levy.... 
She led the organization 
through some of the 
toughest periods in history 
and set the foundation for 
where we are today.”
Dave Kroencke
Board member, Dallas CASA
Founder, Dallas CASA Parade of Playhouses







I am so sad we cannot celebrate you at Cherish the Children 
this week. But, I was delighted to hear that you were selected 
as the Honoree. Congratulations! What a great selection! Sit 
in a tiny chair, bend your little finger, and dine on tea and tiny 
sandwiches. Miss you! Take care.

There are no words on how much influence Beverly had on me for about 15 years. She was a leader, 
mentor, and, a proxy mother to us “chickadees.” She ran CASA so organized, it was her life and we 
all represented how well CASA was run under her leadership. Beverly had an open door policy. When 
the door wasn’t closed for a meeting, or, when Beverly was busy out in the community, she always had 
time for us. The subject didn’t matter, work related, personal discussion or just to talk. She listened and 
took the time for us. She loved TX-MX food, dive restaurants, and, just spending time with whomever 
wanted to join in for lunch or for fun. Beverly was committed to the “cause” of Dallas CASA. She truly 
was a champion for staff, all together. In the time I started CASA through this point, it is for Beverly’s 
legacy. She really worked hard across the community for support. For those of us who have been part of 
CASA for any length of Beverly’s tenure, I believe, is a testament instilled in us, through Beverly’s work, 
devotion and support for Dallas CASA and its mission. 

Ron

From your Dallas CASA staff ...

Ben

Amy

Johnny

Wow – what a legacy! I am deeply grateful and honored 
to have worked for you for so many years and to have 
been part of the faithful service that volunteers and staff 
have provided – and continue to provide – to abused 
children. Thank you for hiring me for my dream job and for 
all the guidance and support you’ve given me. And most of 
all, thank you for continuing to be my friend. 

25 years ago I began a career as a CASA advocate and 
there were times when I wondered what I signed up for. 
CASA went through a lot of changes over the years but 
one thing stayed the same...your dedication to the needs 
of the children that CASA serves. I learned early on that 
nothing was impossible to you. When we needed more 
room and more resources. You always found a way 
and no one ever told you no. I admired your tenacity 
and conviction to our cause and your constant support 
of what being a CASA volunteer advocate means in 
the life of an abused child. You were always behind us 
encouraging us to do more and there were those times 
when you were needed to stand in front for us. I’ll end 
by simply saying you became my hero then and you still 
are today. With my deepest respect,

I learned early on 
that nothing was 
impossible to you.”

Wow – what a legacy!”

What a great selection!”

There are no words on how much 
influence Beverly had on me.”

Congratulations!” Ryan



Ruth

We are all so disappointed that we are unable to 
honor you in person at the luncheon. But know that 
I am so grateful I had the opportunity to work at 
CASA under your leadership. Your genuine care for 
the kids we serve and support of us supervisors was 
so appreciated. I always knew that if a case became 
really difficult or hit a roadblock, you would be 
willing to go the extra mile to help resolve the issue. 
Thanks for all you’ve contributed to our agency over 
the years so that we can continue to thrive into the 
future. With gratitude. 

Your genuine care 
for the kids ... was 
so appreciated.”

No words fully can express the gratitude  
I have for Beverly. She saw things in me that I did not believe 
were there. She put me in uncomfortable positions to make 
me grow as a worker, supervisor and person in general. 
Beverly was one of the first people to know my wife was 
diagnosed with cancer. She immediately bought my wife a 
book that brought her knowledge and peace and made me 
realize I had the support of my work behind me. She was 
calm, took quick action and gave me the support I needed as 
an employee and friend. Beverly is a great leader and mentor 
to me. She gave me the tools to lead some wonderful people 
in my career. She taught me that it’s not important just to 
lead someone, but that it’s far more important to teach them 
to be leaders themselves. 

Brandon

She saw things in 
me that I did not 
believe were there.”

From your Dallas CASA staff ...

I remember the day I had my interview with you. After answering your questions you said “Do you like 
Mexican food…we are going to get some lunch.” It was not a question or invitation, but rather, stating 
that “you are going to eat with us.” It was during this first lunch that I also learned that if you felt like 
giving me (or anyone else) something from your plate, I was going to taste it, with or without saying 
anything. It was the beginning of knowing that If I could have said no to that first forkful of food, you 
would have said, “Why not?” Why not! This was pretty much Beverly. Any time we at CASA wanted to 
do something for the children that was not being done or we encountered some roadblock, you simply 
asked, “Why not?” and got busy supporting us on that endeavor. Your support, generosity, amazing 
energy, and vision for Dallas CASA is undeniably a living and amazing part of the Dallas CASA culture 
today. Thank YOU! Beverly, muchísimas gracias por todo. Abrazos. Sinceramente. 

Your support, generosity, amazing 
energy, and vision for Dallas CASA is 
undeniably a living and amazing part 
of the Dallas CASA culture today.”

Honorio



Amy

LeAnne

Lynn

CONGRATULATIONS! No one deserves this CASA 
honor and recognition more than you! I am so sad we 
will not be able to celebrate you. It was your humility, 
integrity, confidence, compassion and commitment to 
the children of Dallas County that laid the groundwork 
for the Dallas CASA we continue to build on today. 
Your foresight and determination remain unsurpassed 
in my eyes. I am thankful I was given the opportunity 
to watch you build and be a very small part of your 
legacy. All my best to you.

Your foresight and 
determination remain 
unsurpassed.”

From your Dallas CASA staff ...

I am proud to know you and to be part of something 
that is bigger than all of us. Doors open for Dallas 
CASA, and we’re able to do the work needed on 
behalf of the children, because of our reputation 
as an agency of integrity and a single-focused 
objective. I am grateful to work for an organization 
such as that, and the children we serve and our 
community have you to thank. Thank you for your 
tenacity, your drive, your intelligence and most of all 
your compassion. Few people can achieve so much, 
so quietly, on behalf of so many others. 

Thank you for your 
tenacity, your drive, 
your intelligence 
and most of all your 
compassion.”

Joy

Extending heartfelt congratulations for a well-
deserved honor. I am grateful to have benefited 
from the impact you had on me, the CASA 
family I love, and our continuous ability to serve 
our community so profoundly. As added bonus, 
I cherish the fond memories and humorous 
stories collected over the years. Thank you, and 
congratulations. 

I am grateful to 
have benefited 
from the impact 
you had on me.”

Crystal

Congratulations! I had so hoped to honor you 
in person as you deserve it for your service 
protecting the vulnerable children we work with. 
We would not be where we are without your 
many years of tireless passion, commitment and 
dedication to our cause. Thank you for all you 
have done and all you continue to do! 

Thank you for 
all you have 
done and all you 
continue to do!” 







Melissa

I hope you know what an inspiration you have been to 
so many people. There is so much that I admire about 
you. I wish this could be shared in person. Thank you 
for being such an amazing leader! 

I hope you know 
what an inspiration 
you have been to  
so many people.”

Chad

Words cannot express the gratitude I have for all 
you have done for Dallas CASA, the agency you 
built. Your drive, determination, and innovative 
spirit inspired us all. Above all was your extreme 
dedication for protecting the children of Dallas 
County. I am so sorry that we were unable to 
celebrate you at the luncheon this year, but I trust 
you know what you meant to us all. I hope that 
you are enjoying yourself, and know that we are in 
good hands with Kathleen! 

Your drive, 
determination, and 
innovative spirit 
inspired us all.”

Tina

Congratulations Beverly! I still remember the day you 
hired me. I had just retired from the State and told you 
that I couldn’t start for six weeks because I needed to get 
through my son’s wedding, and you were good with that. 
Thanks for waiting for me. I really thought I would work a 
couple of years then retire for good. Thirteen years later 
I’m still with Dallas CASA and a lot of that has to do with 
you. The atmosphere of “family” is what you instilled in 
us. I still to this day LOVE my job with CASA. We miss 
you and appreciate all that you did to get Dallas CASA to 
where it is today. Thanks for all you did! 

We miss you and 
appreciate all that you 
did to get Dallas CASA 
to where it is today.”

Rachael

Thank you so much for inviting us to Cherish this year – I 
was really looking forward to it. What a fun time it would 
have been to spend time together and celebrate you. I 
hope you know that your legacy at CASA is very special. 
You built a foundation of people who love each other, the 
kids we serve and the agency that makes us proud. CASA 
is growing and changing but that foundation has stayed 
the same. Here’s hoping that our celebration of you has 
just been postponed and we have the chance to honor you 
sometime very soon. Please take care of yourself and know 
that your CASA family loves you! 

I hope you know that 
your legacy at CASA 
is very special.”

From your Dallas CASA staff ...

Shashaundra

Congratulations on your Cherish the 
Children award! Totally deserving. I miss 
you and you take care. 

Totally deserving.”

Sharon

I am happy to share in honoring you for your 21 
years of leadership, giving voices to the children 
in our community who have most needed to be 
heard. I remain ever grateful that you brought me 
to Dallas CASA. With love and respect, 

I am happy to share 
in honoring you for 
your 21 years of 
leadership.”

Cheri

Congratulations, Beverly! Thank you for all that you 
have done and continue to do to advocate for our 
most vulnerable children! I am so grateful to know 
you and to have had the opportunity to work under 
your leadership. 

I am so grateful to know 
you and to have had the 
opportunity to work 
under your leadership.”

Mary Thottu

You deserve the highest praise for all you have 
accomplished with Dallas CASA. I remember first meeting 
you and seeing how passionate you were about the 
CASA mission. You literally glowed when speaking about 
it. Not only that, but you were always the first person to 
acknowledge the hard work your staff put into the mission. 
You never took credit for yourself, but always directed it 
towards the staff and volunteers. We miss you at CASA 
and we hope to have made you proud with the work we 
continue to do. Thank you for being YOU and feeding us as 
much as you did. You loved and cared for us and it showed 
(on my hips too). With gratitude, 

You deserve the highest 
praise for all you have 
accomplished with 
Dallas CASA.”

Cindy

We were all looking so forward to honoring you at 
Cherish! A well-deserved honor for sure! Your dedication 
and leadership for all of your years at Dallas CASA is 
phenomenal and has impacted the lives of hundreds 
of employees and thousands of children. We can never 
thank you enough! 

Your dedication and 
leadership for all of your 
years at Dallas CASA  
is phenomenal.”



From your Dallas CASA staff ...

Kristie

Congratulations, Beverly! Thank you for all you’ve 
done for CASA over the years. I look back fondly 
on my first few years at CASA as the good ol’ 
days. Love, 

Thank you for all 
you’ve done for CASA 
over the years.”

Nicole

From the first day I met you in the office on Gaston 
in 2008, you have had an impact on my life. The 
encouraging words and advice over the years have 
been the main reason that I continue in this work. 
Thank you for the many years of encouragement and 
support. I love and miss you dearly! Congrats on your 
recognition. Best, 

The encouraging 
words and advice over 
the years have been 
the main reason that I 
continue in this work.”

Angela

Congratulations Beverly! Your legacy is remembered 
daily in our beautiful CASA office and the amazing 
foundation of tenured CASA staff. 

Congratulations 
Beverly!”

Amber

Congratulations Beverly! I am so honored to be able 
to have worked with you during your tenure at Dallas 
CASA. Your passion for children’s advocacy and the 
appreciation you showed towards the CASA staff was 
extraordinary. I will always remember your genuine 
and caring attitude towards me. You are truly missed 
and will never be forgotten. Thank you! 

Your passion for 
children’s advocacy ... 
was extraordinary. 

Chris

It’s an honor to know Beverly and to have 
witnessed her boundless energy, laser focus 
on children’s best interests and her “magic” in 
building great relationships to help Dallas CASA 
grow, thrive and continue the legacy. 

It’s an honor to 
know Beverly.”

Peggy

Congratulations on being named the 2020 
Caroline Rose Hunt Honoree!! You are so 
deserving of this honor! I want to share with you 
one of my favorite quotes: “Some people come 
into our lives and leave footprints on our hearts, 
and we are never the same.” You have been 
one of those people to me and many others. 
Thank you for changing the lives of children and 
families!! I miss you!! God Bless! 

Thank you for 
changing the lives 
of children and 
families!!”

Chauntae

There’s no one more deserving of this award 
than you! I’m so glad life allowed me the 
opportunity to know such a dynamic woman. 
Congratulations!! 

There’s no one more 
deserving of this 
award than you!”

Emily

Congratulations Beverly! I will always remember 
my first day at Dallas CASA – coming into the 
[old] office and putting on a hard hat as we 
walked over to see the new [current] office as 
it was being built. I am so honored to have 
witnessed and proud to be a part of the legacy you 
have built. Thank you for your passion, leadership, 
commitment and dedication to the staff and 
children served by Dallas CASA. 

Thank you for your 
passion, leadership, 
commitment, and 
dedication to the staff 
and children served 
by Dallas CASA.”



It took tremendous courage to set Dallas CASA on a course to be able to serve all Dallas 
County children in the child welfare system who have been removed from their homes because 
of imminent danger to their safety. That’s why we celebrate and honor Beverly with the 2020 
Caroline Rose Hunt Cherish the Children Award, even if the toast we raise is virtual.

The reality is that Beverly built the runway that has allowed us to take off and to grow to 
where Dallas CASA is today. For more than a year, we have had the capacity to accept court 
appointments to cases involving 100% of Dallas County child victims who have come into foster 
care. Last year, Dallas CASA served more children with 1,500 volunteer advocates than any of 
the more than 900 CASA programs nationwide.

The obvious answer to the question of why we are honoring Beverly this year is that she 
served as our leader-in-chief for over half of the 40 years of Dallas CASA’s history that we are 
celebrating this year.

At Beverly’s retirement party with board members and staff in July 2014, she disappeared and 
then reappeared wearing a stunning, pink and royal purple Quinceanera gown and a sparkling 
tiara to celebrate her rite of passage to retirement. Beverly later donated the gown to our prom 
dress drive, and the dress has gone home with one of our teen girls in foster care. We still 
considered the possibility that Beverly would attend the luncheon wearing a tiara, which is a 
fashion statement we were altogether ready to applaud and celebrate!

Congratulations, Beverly! Please proudly wear your famous sparkling tiara as we honor you for 
all you have done for children in our community.

The reality is that Beverly 
built the runway that has 
allowed us to take off and 
to grow to where Dallas 
CASA is today.”
Kathleen LaValle
President and CEO, Dallas CASA 



Beverly, you will probably never meet most of us, 
and we won’t realize all the things our advocates 
did for us, but our lives are changed forever 
because of your love for us. On behalf of all the 
foster children who have been helped because of 
you, we cherish you, and we thank you.”


