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Dallas CASA Receives Grants from
National CASA/GAL

[bookmark: _Hlk118295672]Dallas, July 1, 2026—Dallas CASA (Court Appointed Special Advocates) has received two grants totaling $142,693 from the National CASA/GAL Association for Children. The awards include a $100,000 volunteer recruitment grant and a $42,693 needs-based grant that will support the organization's mission of advocating for children who have experienced abuse or neglect.
The volunteer recruitment award will help Dallas CASA recruit, screen, train and support additional volunteer advocates to serve children in the protective care of the state. Grant-supported recruitment efforts include community outreach, volunteer information sessions and marketing and public awareness activities designed to increase the number of trained advocates available to serve Dallas County children.
The additional needs-based award will provide flexible support to help Dallas CASA meet critical organizational needs and continue providing high-quality advocacy for children and families navigating the child welfare system.
"Every child who enters foster care deserves a dedicated advocate and a caring, consistent adult focused solely on that child's best interests," said Kathleen LaValle, president and CEO of Dallas CASA. "We are grateful to the National CASA/GAL Association for investing in our ability to recruit additional volunteers and strengthen the services we provide to vulnerable children in Dallas County."
Dallas CASA trains and supervises community volunteers who are appointed by judges to advocate for the best interests of children living in foster care. Volunteers gather information, make recommendations to the court and help ensure children's educational, medical, therapeutic and permanency needs are addressed.
For the past seven years, Dallas CASA has provided advocates for every child assigned by the Dallas County courts. As the child welfare system continues to face significant challenges, recruiting and retaining volunteers remains a top priority for ensuring children receive individualized attention and support. The grants are part of the National CASA/GAL Association's ongoing investment in local CASA programs across the country and will help Dallas CASA continue serving children who need a voice during one of the most difficult periods of their lives.





About Dallas CASA 

Dallas CASA (Court Appointed Special Advocates) seeks to protect children, restore childhood and help child victims of abuse or neglect achieve their full potential. The agency’s trained and supervised community volunteers are assigned by judges to advocate for the best interests of children who have experienced abuse or neglect and are living in the protective care of the state. For many children in foster care, their Dallas CASA volunteer is the only consistent, caring adult in their lives during a frightening, uncertain time. Dallas CASA envisions a day when all children experience safe childhoods and grow into resourceful, healthy adults. Now in its 46th year, Dallas CASA serves more children than any of the more than 900 CASA programs nationwide. Since 2019, Dallas CASA has been able to accept 100% of court appointments to Dallas County child welfare cases. In 2025, 1,117 Dallas CASA volunteers were assigned to advocate for 2,350 children in protective care. To learn more, visit dallascasa.org.

About the National Court Appointed Special Advocate/Guardian ad Litem Association
The National Court Appointed Special Advocate / Guardian ad Litem (CASA/GAL) Association, together with its 941 state and local program members, supports and promotes court-appointed volunteer advocacy so that every child who is involved in judicial proceedings related to abuse or neglect in the United States can be safe, have a permanent home and have the opportunity to thrive. National CASA / GAL offers leadership and support to the network of programs and leads its continued growth. CASA / GAL volunteers and staff work every day to advocate for children/youth and to strengthen and support families. To learn more, visit nationalcasagal.org. 
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